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Dear Ms. Townsend:

Subject: Comment Letter — Sediment Quallty Objectlves

Enclosed Bays and Estuanes Staff Report and CEQA checkllst LADWP is a
municipality that delivers both water and power to the citizens of the City of Los
Angeles. In order to operate and maintain both water and power facilities, activities
associated with these operations discharge io areas covered under the proposed
objectives. In addition, as LADWP implements climate change and renewable energy
initiatives for compliance with the respective regulations and City goals, LADWP will |
need to maintain backup generating capacity to support periods of high power usage as
well as periods when green power usage has limited availability. Thus, LADWP's
generating stations have a vital and meplaceable role in meeting the power needs of
the City of Los Angeles.

LADWP appreciates the hard work that the scientists and stakeholders have conducted
over several years fo discuss their concerns, study existing data, develop the SQO0s,
and verify their efficacy. LADWP has concerns or comments in the following areas:

Use of Multiple Lines of Evidence (MLOE)

Violations of the SQOs

Benthic Condition near Ocean Dlscharglng Power Plants in Comparison fo a
Reference Condition .

Responsibility Among Sources

Stressor Identification
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Multiple Lines of Evidence
- LADWP supports the use use of three lines of evidence for the determination of waterbody
impairment. It is well known that determination of impact to benthic life gives uncertain
results if one or two'lines of evidence are used alone. Use of three lines of evidence
- provides a stronger indication that toxic pollutant(s) may be present and responsible for
any observed effect. However, even the full three lines of evidence may indicate an -
impact that is not caused by toxic poliutants. For this reason, we support Staff's
_ recommendation that stressor identification be conducted (1) to determine if toxic
- pollutants-are indeed respansible for the observed impacts; and (2) to plan appropriate
~ management actions that target the pollutants responsible for the observed impact.
. LADWP supporis the use of MLOE as a first step in sediment TMDL development,
- @specially when a waterbody was previously listed as impaired with only one or two
. ines of evidence. LADWRP:also supports the use of MLOE for future sediment
. impairment listings on ;he §303(d) list instead of one line of evidence or best
j professmnai judgment

Recommendatlon LADWP suggests that the SQO Plan be revised so that 3 Imes
of evidence as a confirmation of past |mpa|rments are required as the first step of
any sedlment TMDL development.

Violations of the SQOs
LADWP believes that SQOs should not be implemented as recelvmg water limits in
NPDES permits. In no circumstance should a finding that a station is “clearly impacted”,
“likely impacted”, or “possibly impacted” be considered a permit violation. This is
because current technigues to determine causes of toxicity or abnormalities in benthic .
diversity and population may not always identify a stressor pollutant; indeed, sediment
at a station is “impacted” by factors unrelated to toxic pollutants, such as grain size,
physical disturbance, changes in salinity, etc. In addition, it is not currently possible to
reliably quantify the concentrations of pollutants in the effluent above which impacts
would occur. :
Recommendation: LADWP recommends that the SQO Plan state that SQOs shall
not be implemented as receiving water limits. The SQO Plan should state that SQO
assessments may be included in NPDES permits as a part of a monitoring program,
but an assessment result of “impacted” should not be identified as a permit victation
because methods to relate pollutant concentrations to impacts using MLOE have not
yet been developed. If impact is indicated using multiple samples and a binomial
distribution method as described in the SQOs, stressor identification should follow.
However, if it is not possible to determine a stressor due to analytical uncertainty,
regional monitoring should be required to improve local know[edge of the causes of
the impact.




